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Audrey Hsia & Tom Koler

The last year has been a
very fulfilling one for our club.
Several hounds completed
their show championships,
including a grand champion-
ship, and Gil and Willow com-
pleted their Large Gazehound
Racing Association Champion-
ships. And for good measure,
Gil finished his NOFCA hunt-
ing championship. The accom-
plishments are so many that
this update is in an abbrevi-
ated form taken from the Cali-
fornia Magyar Agar Blog
www.californiamagyaragar.
blogspot.com where Audrey
has kept us all up -to-date
throughout the year.

Top Magar Agars for 2008

LGRA Top Dogs:

1. Aranyagi Utonallo Fenseg
"Gil"

2. Betcha-Katcha Nubia
Willow"

UKC Top Dogs:

Audrey and Gil with his third placing at the Nevada
hunt. Sally Barron was the field judge.

1. Aranyagi Utonallo Fenseg
"Gl
2. Vakvagta Fecni "Fecni"

ASFA Top Dogs:

1. Vakvagta Fecni "Fecni"

2. Aranyagi Utonallo Fenseg
"Gil"

3. Betcha-Katcha Nubia

Newsletter Update

Tom Koler

This year started off with
good intentions. In 2008, the
newsl etterds

Hungarian and American au-
thors. The only problem was
that | didnodt

in the day to work on this pub-
lication, as the editor, through-

out this last year. Fortunately
Audrey has been able to keep

f i r all of us up-to-date with her
two issues with some help from

blog. Therefore | encourage

readers to keep abreast of our

efforts through a combination

h a of this newsletter and the blog

(www.californiamagyaragar.bl
ogspot.com).

"Willow"
November fi January

Gil placed third in his first
hunt in Nevada. Fecni and Gil
attended UKC shows in De-
cember where Gil finished
three Best of Breed and one
Best of Group. Not to be out-

Eventually this newsletter
will be more dependable in
content and in punctuality. But
this dependability will have to
wait until | retire from my civil
service job fi hopefully in two
to thee years. Until then |
hope that we can at least pro-
vide one yearly update
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January through Decembel
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Inside this issue:

Yearly update 1

Open Forum Discussion: 3  |ht
pulling

Tamas Batyja Column 10

through the newsletter. If any

readers are interested in contrib-
uting future articles, please con-
tact Tom at tekoler@gmail.com.
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Racing-wise, Luna made her announce-
ment that she is one tough MA to compete
against. In May we had six MAs competing
and Luna went home with two points to-
wards her GRC. Gil meanwhile finished
with his GRC, another ofi
America .

June-July

June was also another big month in the
show ring for the MAs. Luna hit her stride
and finished high in three shows. Without
guestion she knows how to show her stuff.

Fecni and Gil showing off their Best of Group ribbons.

(continued on page 5)

done by her buddy, Fecni took Best of Willow
Breed and a Best of Group. Meanwhile she
has consistently shown her hunting passion
with a high placement in her first NOFCA q
mix -hunt where she finished 5th out of a

very competitive group of hounds. In De-
cember Fecni and Gil participated in a 1
NOFCA hunt where Gil finished first and

Fecni took second proving that the MA is
here to stay hunting jackrabbits in Califor-

9 One Bestin Group
Best in a Mixed -Breed Show
Fecni

Reserve Best in a Mixed Breed Show

Luna made her show ring debut in May
and in the end she and Gil each took home

nia. a Best of Breed win. May was also a big
month for Willow who finished the month
February i March ; ; ; ; : - -
. . ) ) with her UKC Championship. A close finish at Sloughhouse. From left
Gil took first place in a NOFCA mixed - to right: Luna, Gator , Willow and Gil
breed hunt and thereby finished his (photo by Dave Mills©)

NOFCA Coursing Championship, the first
Magyar Agéar to accomplish this feat.

Fecni, meanwhile, consistently came in
close seconds to Gil

o
(7]

March was the oOpups
first racing month. Neither earned any
points, but several observers commented
on their strength and athleticism. Gil and
Willow clearly will have some stiff compe-
tition in the near future.

April i May

The Easter Weekend races at the LGRA
Sloughhouse event resulted in Gil coming
closer to his LGRA Championship, with
Willow close on his heels.

Willow and Belle entered the show ring
for the first time in April and both did very
well. Gil and Fecni continued to rack up
points. By the end of the month we had
accrued the following:

Gil

Gil and Fecni with their one  -two finish in a NOFCA hunt in December, 2008

I One Best of Breed


http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_VGeTx9_cafc/SY6Rxe8kPQI/AAAAAAAAAqQ/9TDWZshOaUI/s1600-h/dogsandstuff+356.jpg
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NAMAA Open Forum: The Weightlling
Controversy

What 6s t he Bi g De ateam(c 1969-1970). Believe me when |

say that my intention of working in the This is the first newsletter with
Tom Koler weight room was not to build up muscle
This last summer our club president ex- mass but simply strength (you almost an open forum...we need to have a

plored the possibility of entering MAs into never see a bulky miler or soccer player ; -
weight -pulling competitions sponsored by that is a successful because the ath-Ie.te can place to dISCUISS .ISSUQS that m_ay
the UKC. When Audrey told me about her carry only so much mass and be efficient). be controversial in a constructive
intentions, | thought that it was probably So you might agree with me when | say it i

o e manner. Frequently it is nearl
not a bad idea i if done right it might actu- that | was surprise at the negative reaction 9 y y
ally help some MAs tone up. Thisassump-  f r om t he Europeans ovell mpossi ble to char
tion was based on my personal experi- at training Gil to weight pull. Some of the . | he di .
ences in sports and training horses and vitriol sounded like something Dick Che- opinions unless the discussion Is
mules. ney would say rather than what we Ameri- done in a constructive fashion.

can would normally expect from our more
older and mature European cousins. What

Now | am not a veterinarian but | have
been around mules and horses for thirty -

some years, and last but not least, | was an I have heard and read from calmer Euro- champion weight pulling Italian Grey-
aspiring athlete in my youth. This is not to peans (and a few Americans as well) is that hounds. If Italian Greyhounds can pull
say that these athletic events (working with the problem that some individuals find with without being hurt i why not MAs?

weight -pulling is tied to the concept of
form and function. Since | know not a
whole lot about this topic, | put out a re-
quest for knowledgeable authors on this
topic. On page 6 we have a short declara-
tion from Dr. Gorczyca who is a veterinar-
ian who has sighthound patients; none of
whom have been harmed in weight train-
ing and weight -pulling competition. Amy
Sereday and Karen Ryder also speak elo-
quently on this topic in their two articles (please continue on page 4).
starting on the same page about their

mules and being a rover on the soccer
pitch or miler on the track) are exactly the
same; but if you bear with me you might
understand the logic in my opinion.

From my catbird seat the concept is
fairly straightforward. All animals func-
tion according to our physical form. Ob-
viously the MA is built to run long dis-
tances with incredible endurance. We
know that Magyar horseback riders/
hunters expected their MAs to keep up
with them on hunts that may be as long as
30 kilometers in a day. They are and

| have seen and been the driver of mule
teams pulling a variety of wagons and
dead loads. The dead loads are actually
called stone boats by muleskinners. 1 built
one for Annie and Louie, two of our mules,
when we lived in Washington State. It was
composed of two railroad ties bolted to-
gether with two -by -fours and a deck of two
-by -sixes. Training consists of making the
mule become sensitive to the weight and
learn to trust the driver. Mules are ex- I A .
tremely bright and | have heard veterinari- E d I t O r O S C O m m e n t -
ans claim they have an IQ equivalent to a

four-yegr-old Ch"d_- The.old f°|k story of This is the first newsletter with an open forum. | am starting this because we need to
muleskinners beating their animals into have a place to discuss issues that may be controversial in a constructive manner.
submission is pure fantasy. Any mule has Therefore | am asking readers to please send to me their comments and opinions.

amemory as long as my arm, and my arms - There is absolutely nothing wrong with disagreeing with each other just so long as it
are as long as a gibbapgdsi Bsudisafr8e wrhHE Eotnfhentary in this forum, please send my your re-

mule will always find sweet revenge. sponse with an explanation of why you disagree
Knowing that most MAs are aboutas smart ¢ ¢ | g Frequently it is nearly impossible to ch
as any mule (and probably more so), | sion is done in a constructive fashion. In future open forums we might discuss the pros

quickly thought of my equestrian experi- and cons of hunting game (I am neutral about it but my wife, Lori, is dead set against it

ence with Audreyo6s att;&mpt hat haptiendeCidlonst hunt with our MAs) as we
enjoy weight -pulling. | also thought of readers will want to discuss. Please send me your opinions to tekoler@gmail.com.

those days in the weight -lifting room build-
ing strength for running the mile and being
a fast rover on the university varsity soccer
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What 6s t
from page 3)

he big

never should be beasts of burden like
some of the dog breeds from Europe.
Herein | think is the misunderstanding
between us and our European friends.
As Audrey, Karen, Amy and other com-
mentators explain, the hounds competing
in weight -pulling are not forced by coer-
cion to move.

I know that the
of my male MA, Gator, showed a confused
hound with a rather perplexed look on his
face. This is because it was his very first
attempt at weight -pulling, and because |
wasndt there it was
ing for him. Obviously | need to be the
one training him and not Audrey. Was

p

this a mistake? I'n
because all of Audrey
progressively in smal

positive reinforcement. The goal of this
effort is to make it fun for the hound and if
s/ he doesndt I|ike to
forced to pull (in fact this is clearly stated

in the UKC rules for weight -pulling).

What do | want out of my efforts in train-
ing our MAs in weight -pulling? | would
like to help my MAs compete in weight -
pulling as part of their training exercises.
In the process they can build endurance
(and not mass) for racing and lure -
coursing. Nothing more than this.

The goal of this effort is to make it
t he
like to pull, they are never forced to

fun for houn
pull (in fact this is clearly stated in

the UKC rules for weightulling).

North American Magyar Agar Association New

NAMAA Open Forum (continued)

deaAd(epdasi Opiedi on

Audrey Hsia

| first became acquainted with the sport
of weight pulling when | met my good
friends Jason and Tiffany Crociani. The
Crocianis raise, train and show Patterdale
Terriers and one of their boys, Vinny, has
consistently placed in the Top 10 of the
UKC weight pulling All Stars. Jason is also

vi de oag UKO wefyht Bullifyulg® solt knéwda

little bit about the sport after we first met
but it was not something that | was inter-
ested in doing at that time. About two
years after | got Gil, | started to consider
rtrQirdy dvélightypull Wigh hidh bekdugel u s -
wanted to find an athletic activity that he
could participate in during the summer

M Ymorfhe fvHen ittwas tdo hot t¢ Bade il t

Ghere ®ereftod ang ratvesnak@s afodntl €
lto g® hiken@ &nd Wntifighl whshdpidg O f
that a light weight pulling program would

not only help keep Gil fit during the sum-
Rrier blit would I Yive hiifn SomBtiging e T
mentally stimulating to work at during the
racing/hunting off -season. | knew that
human runners, both marathoners and
sprinters, often use light weight training

programs to enhance their performance.
Dogs cannot lift weight but they can pull
weight, so | also hoped that a light weight
pulling regi men woul d
performance on the race track and in the

field. However, | was very uncertain as to
whether or not he would do it or enjoy it.

When | found out that my friends were
holding informal weight pulling sessions
in the evenings | decided to take him
down there and let him try it. Since he had

ever done anything like this,bgfore we
Jtaook ita('\j/elljycsillowqanﬂt only aé rjltlm %ull
the empty cart. Like most beginners he
was a |little unsure a
thing thatoés foll owin
the least bit nervous or frightened. He
pulled the empty cart two or three times
and didndét seem too
new activity but he enjoyed the outing
and went along with it. At that point | was

e

unsure as to whether or not this was some-
thing that was worth pursuing, but Jason
was very optimistic
first attempt so | decided to come back the
next week for another session.

The next week we
attitude about pulling had taken a great
leap, which was a surprise for me consid-
ering this was only his second session. As
soon as | put on the harness and rigged
him to the cart he started to pull before |
had a chance to get myself in position and
let go of his collar. It caught me off guard
but | was pleased that he was so eager to
go. Even when he reached the end of the
16 foot chute he was still going strong as if
he was ready to pull that cart all the way
home! | had to stop him and tell him that
was all, but he was just so pleased with
himself that he was ready and waiting to go
again. With each successive training ses-
sion Gil®&s enthusiasm and
grew.

and im

attended

While Gil does enjoy weight pulling |
have limited his participation to pulling
only a modest amount of weight during
competition and training sessions. | have
been told that he could pull much more,

Since he had never done anything like

this before we took it very slow and

only had him pull the empty cart.

Like most beginners he was a little

hi msel f, l
least bit nervous or frightened.

unsure of

but the goal is just to help improve his
endurance and muscle development for

doe rﬁnmn& rFot turn him into a body builder.

Weight pulling is certainly not the sport
tfor queryone but fop thpreaviods chpoges ¢
o Pa{lcipage)it can g arverhepioyable s n 6 t
activity that brings a great sense of fulfill-

ment to both the dogs and the owners.

this
The NAMAA Open Forum continues on
page 6.

xcited about
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back Hounds and Luna where he is warmly

Fecni took a Best Female and became a cham referred to as the |little
ion. Gil took four Best of Breeds as well as tw . .

gest in MukBreed Show awards. Nellie Belle, t. - Atthe end of Septgmber, Fecni and G_'I

our great delight, took her first Best of Breed entered the International All Breed Canine

early in July and then came home at the end of . Associationds Golden Stat:

the month with two Best of Breed and a Resen’ | Antioch. Shows under the IABCA are held in

Best in Show. And Luna wrapped things up by a similar manner to FCI shows in which all

taking two Champienf-Champion awards and | the dogs get a written critique and rating.

earning two legs towards her UKC Grand Cha Fecni and Gil split the Best of Breed wins for

pionship. the weekend.

In July there were five rarities shows and our

MAs made a good showing. Gil, true to form, UKC Champion Betcha -Katcha Ojeda

took all five Best of Breeds and for good meas- (Luna) showing her stuff at a summer show October -November -December

gfotvé tES::;h;Ei 3;3:1::, ;ri(:];p:nzn:aigfggé(now that our MAs have excellent temper- The last three months of 200.9.\/.vere

with three Winners Bitch while her aunt, Willowate, but it was really nice to receive formal crammed full of all sorts of activities. After a

brought home the other two. And the final big recognition. The Magyar Agar has now highly successful campaigning our MAs at

win for us in July walseennededtdthe brBesd recegdized lyk C  cYP&Shqyvp during the spring and summer,

onship. this society. our attention turned to LGRA races. Unfortu-
nately Gil had to o0sit on
around so that his toe injury could heal. Up

UKC Champi(_)n Betcha -Katcha Nellie Belle Gvob &r (left) with her brother Galagonvas

gtht:\z Gold Hills & Hounds & Hunters July raZin% Wi(th tr)meir older family membgrs gt

Gil ds trophy for his first theidHarga®ianthomre f or t he

August -September numoerone Rz?)roegrj;rrme(':egutisci)rl:grj].d for 2008& to October Gil was the leading MA in

LGRA with a total of 7 points in one year; a
Gil received recognition for his coursing The highlight of September was our very respectable total since 12 points are
skills when he tied with Tea (an Ibizan importing a new addition to our MA needed for the Gazehound Racing Cham-
:;uer;dn%vxlbzi OK:;hlsr/] I;glcl)zy()&fgcr) (t)f;e ?ﬁ;e group. Kucorgé -Dombi Galagonyas ar- pio.ns.hip. Meanwhile Willow was s_lowly
s rived safely from Hungary. Galagonyas in whittling away towards her champion-
Rare Breed Perpetual Trophy of OFC is s hi . The Opupso Luna art
p pup ,

Hungarian means hawthorn. So with a
little fanfare we greeted Hawthorn at the
San Francisco Airport. His sister, Gyopar,

shown in the photo to the right. Congratu-
lations Gil!

Gil also made us all proud when he suc-
cessfully passed the temperate test by the
American Temperate Test Society. We all

stayed behind to be imported later in
November. Hawthorn went to Rita and

Kyl e Yatesd home to

starting to learn how to be better racers
and we were all worried that Willow
would soon be overtaken by the pups
with wins. For the October races at

| i Spughhgrise we had fivg As cogipejing.q

(Please continue on page 7)



