North American Magyar Agar Assoc

An Independent Club for the Magyar Agar

Association Constitution & Bylaws

Tom Koler

The North American Magyar
Agér Association now has a
draft Constitution and Bylaws
available for reviewing at our
Web site:
www.magyaragar.org. We
welcome any comments and
suggestions. Please contact
Tom Koler at
tom_koler@yahoo.com or
tom@magyaragar.org in cor-
responding with the Associa-
tion.

Tom and Lori Koler, Sally
Barron, and Audrey Hsia took
on the task of getting a formal
document written for our club.
Our intention is to keep it sim-
ple and to not be associated
with any kennel club, for the
time being. Members will be
voting on the Constitution and
Bylaws during the week of
November 17th with ballots
being sent to
tom_koler@yahoo.com. The
final Constitution and Bylaws
will then be posted on our

Three Pups Are Imported This Spring

Tom Koler

Three pups were imported
from Germany to the U.S. this
spring. Mikeas came from
Frankfurt and from the Boden-
see (Lake Constance), Omlin
(Gator) and Ojeda (Luna) ar-
rived in San Francisco with
their aunts Nellie Belle and
Nubia (Willow Bee) waiting for

Web site.

In our attempt to keep it
simple, we may have placed
ourselves in an unforeseen
parliamentarian pitfall. If any
readers see any such thing,
please let us know.

Membership will include
member (individual or house-
hold), associate member (non -
voting member), and junior
member. We will be conven-
ing the first official meetings
this winter. One of the items
on the agenda will be dues for
membership. As a non -profit
organization we can keep our
finances to a parsimonious
level, so hopefully member-
ship fees will be in the $35 to
$50 range. The final decision
will be provided in the next
newsletter.

For the moment, there will
be voting rights for only mem-
bers. Therefore the member-
ship fees for associate and

them. Mikeas lives in Pennsyl-
vania sharing the home of Lesa
and Jon Manoskey. Lesa and
Jon are, our east coast mem-
bers. Ojeda lives with Kyle
and Rita Yates. For reasons
that you will have to ask Kyle
and Rita,
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Kyle and Ojeda (Luna) taking
it easy on a warm summer
day in northern California.

junior members will probably
be less, and they therefore will
also be determined in our offi-
cial first meeting. If you are
interested in expressing your
thoughts on this topic, please
contact Tom.

tor, was decided extempora-
neously on a hot spring day
while he was bathing in a
muddy area of our yard named
0The Swamp. o6

For more on these pups

please read the articles inside
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Hunting With The Magyar Agar In Hungary

Zsuzsanna Pallagi

Hunting goes back to ancient times to
the dawn of human beings and to the first
relationship between canines and humans.
Since that time humans have bred different
types of dogs for hunting: retrievers, point-
ers, vizalas, laikas and sighthounds. Sight-
hounds are probably
who were the same type in ancient Egypt
similar to those seen today in modern dog
shows.

Magyar Ag & (MA) is one of these sight-
hounds. For first appearances it is very
similar to greyhounds, but with careful
study we can see the differences in its
body, muscles and the bones. These dif-
ferences make this dog a strong, long -
distance hunter and makes it able to hunt a
variety of game such as red deer and even
boar. The type of game depends only on
the dog: its temperament, skills, body (size
and muscles) and abilities.

An average MA can easily catch small
game such as hare (i.e., jackrabbit) and
other rabbits. All MAs are able to keep up
with their speed and the quick turns that a
rabbit makes. Sometimes a smaller,
lighter Ag & can have success with the
game but in other times it is the heavier
and more experienced dogs that win. For
example, a lonely MA is able to succeed
but the best - usually 100% result - is when

they are in a pairée
dogs realize their pal
they do their best, as real team members,
to compli ment each ot

what sighthound lovers can see on the
coursing track: one dog turns the rabbit
and the other catches.

With good training for skilled dogs this
teamwork can be developed into hunting
for biggergame -or f or oOmor e
game. A pack of well -trained, brave
hearted Ag &s is able to stop a medium -
sized wild boar or a young/female red
deer. This can be a dangerous adventure,
of course, but it is one part of the Hungar-
ian hunting heritage.

An Aga who has always succeeded with
onor mal 6 game and has

Wiopoacherso

experiences, can be taught to hunt fox,
wild cats (in an open area) and other
smaller predators. Although it is not very
nice, they can be trained for stray dog con-
trol -but this use of the MA has moral and
health issues too. We Hungarian hunters

t | have the right to state: Ag &s are the gun in
h a n d sfegnales, Cinege, Cedrus, Czarka and

the hunt masteros

Hunting Today

Until recently, it was highly prohibited
to huntwith Ag &s. Socal | ed
used Ag &s for hunting and they made big
losses in some hunting territories. That is
why professional hunters shoot Ag &s (and
other dogs) who they see running in the
countryside. Today there still is tension
between those who hunt with a shotgun
and those who would like to use their
Agé&s. Nowadays there is a legal responsi-
bility to use MAs for hunting: both the
owner and the dog have to pass the Na-
tional Hunting Exam and they join a Hunt-
ersdé Club. I'n this
participate in huntings. In Hungary there
are only a few hunters who have this per-
mission because of the high examination
and membership requirements and fees.
The hunters have set up an association in
the Hortobagy area and hopefully the num-
ber of their members is growing. Other
hunters rather use their dogs as

than pay

My Own Experiences

| am sorry to say but | use my Ag as for
hunting ddmegal d@havlafy :
ber of a hunting club in western Hungary
and after a lot of success in finding injured
animals with my vizslas, | was allowed to
try my Ag &s in hunting, but only in this
club. The area where we hunt s a hilly (in
Hungary they are almost mountains) area
mostly covered with woods and with a few,
open agricultural areas. Here | was able
to use my Ag &s for hunting wild boar (with
a pack of MAs and a Chart Polski), deer
several times, as well as red deer. We met
the boar only twice. | think that it is too
dangerous for all dogs, even for those an-
gry, small and jumpy jagdterriers and fox-

oOopoa

hounds too. The first boar was a young
animal, maybe 70 kilograms
(approximately 150 pounds), in a bushy
area. After two dachshounds attacked him
he jumped out of the bush and came to a
smaller, open area. |letthe Ag as away
accidently and they attacked the boar. The

Delfin, were jumping around and barkng,

they stopped the boar. They bit him on his

hind and sides several times, with small

buib feencesbies, while the boar was turning

around, like a propeller. The two males,

Dodo and Gida, attacked his head fiercely

and aggressively, trying to get his ears and

neck. They made the boar and themselves

very tired with all this jumping and the

boar was bleeding when we finally got

close to them. But it

killed him, my huntmaster shot him down.

After that all the dogs were stand there

growling. After that all of the dogs were

standing there growling and barking and

w avgry titet. eThiey got semedruises, lwgsd t o
hurt and their mouths were hurt, but they
seemed to enjoy the whole affair.

w a

Ozugrato Cinege cooling off after a hunt.
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Hunting With Agars In Hungary (continued)

The second boar
finally there was no fight either. It was a
much bigger, older animal who entered
into the bushy place in the woods. The
dogs attacked it fiercely but after a short
time the girls returned -this was the point
when | realized that this animal is BIG -only
the boys worked on him. | really worried
about them and finally | was able to call
them back without any injuries.

Young boar piglets are very easy game
for training Ag &s, the only danger is the

sow, so | dondot 1ike

Dee hunting is similar except it requires
more stealth. Red deer have to be stopped
and only after the Ag &s are close to the
body of the animal. With deer we try to
approach them in cover and only when |
am close do | let the dogs loose for the
chase. Anyway, if the deer is too fast or too
far, they give up and try to find other
game. | love this behavior, that is why they
never get lost or get too tired before a real
catch. For deer they are good in pairs if
they are trained for it; but we have to be
careful because of the antlers of the bucks.
This is the reason (and the huge size) why |
never let my Ag &s hunt for red deer stags,
only for young (yearlings) or does. They
are huge, powerful and quick animals, on
tall legs and they are able to put the pack
into a dangerous situation -as with the wild
boars.

Those dogs who love hunting have no
problems with fox or cats. With these ani-
mals they grab their hind part and start to
shake them, l'i ke fox
like it because the game can turn back and
bite or scratch their
seem to be bothered by this. When the
Agéas are in a pair, they like to chae the fox
or cat before a real fight; but when there is
a lonely hunter, he mostly attacks stratight
away. Only my males hunt predators. |
think the girls are too shy, or -maybe funny
to say-too gentle for this. My females
never killed any bigger game and they
only help the males; but they are success-
ful with rabbits, hare and birds.

wa s n Training Youngsters

My females never killed any
bigger game and they only help
the males; but they are

Training for hunting starts at a very
early age. My 6 -week old puppies have
already met a rabbit. At this time it is very
important to know which puppy will go to a
hunting/coursing/racing family and which
will be only a pet. Those who will be pets
are not allowed to attack or rudely play
with the rabbit. | try to calm these pups
down and they behave carefully with the
rabbit. Those who will be hunters or run-
ners can O0getod the
thing into a cage and the pups can bark
and jump around it. They can grab a piece
of hairy leather such as sheepskin, rabbit
hide or other leather to pull and play with
it The oOpetsd are not
Ohunterso6 are |l et out t
not see them playing with this early train-
ing | can assure the new owners that -only if
they somehow teach it to them -their new
pets will be nice and kind with all animals
and that the ohuntero
low and catch anything that moves.

successful with rabbits, hare and
birds.

rabbi

can-

Wi fol -

Dodo getting ready for the hunt to begin

Exposing a puppy to future game.

teErcijeis tdo.o r-I bdo§6t

Comment :
face but they dondt

This newsletter is devoted to the Magyar Ag & and therefore we will be publishing
articles on a variety of MA topics. However, some topics, such as hunting, may be of-
fensive to some readers. The Magyar Ag a was bred by the early Magyars for game
hunting and this hound has become famous in Hungary as a hunter of large and small
game. To ignore this cultural and historical fact would result in ignoring the foundation
of the MA. For the record, | am a supporter of hunting if it is done in a humane manner
following state hunting laws. However, some members of my family frown on this topic
and in deference to them we do not hunt with our MAs. Their game are the plastic lure
in coursing and the fake bunny in LGRA events.

Tom Koler
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Mikeas Comes To Pennsylvania

Lesa Manoskey

Hello from Pennsylvanial

When Tom asked me to write a little
something for the newsletter about our
newest addition, | was thrilled. Our story is
not the norm as this all came together
rather quickly considering our search for a
MA only became oOacti v
2008.

| have been involved with various sight-
hound breeds for over 15 years and | have
been intrigued by this breed for some
time, but | found it very difficult to get any
general information on them. That was until
I stumbled upon Gil ds
Web site. | found out that Maygars were
also called Hungarian Greyhounds and
began my search, more intently this time. |
was fortunate enough to come across Diana
Komar omi dshtwébsite (
cserihegyi.com ) and contacted her in late
June. Diana was very helpful from the be-
ginning; she put me in touch with Tom and
also answered all my questions about the
breed. After speaking to Tom and Diana, |
was sure a MA was for us!

Shortly thereafter, Diana referred me to
a kennel in Germany, Farkas von Salomon
(www.magyar -agar.com) and informed me
that they had a lovely male available from
their last litter. Extremely excited, | imme-
diately contracted Nicole, the breeder, and
she forwarded me information on the litter,
the dam, Lotta (Vad von Schloss
Neuschwanstein) and sire, Orvos (Dévaj

Orvos) as well as pictures of this wonderful
white and red boy! | was smitten from the
moment | saw hi mé Mi
from that day on!

After speaking to Nicole and her friend
Susanne on the phone multiple times, we
all felt comfortable and agreed to proceed
on getting Mikeas to the U.S. Our goal was
to get this accomplished sooner then later
as he was already 14 weeks old and grow-
ing more everyday!

Mikeés arrived in Philadelphia, PA from
Frankfurt, Germany on July 16, 2008. He
was and is everything we expected in a
MA. Robust, energetic, yet kind and lov-
ing; he instantly blended into our family
never missing a beat. He was well adjusted
and happy and we are so thankful to Diana
for bringing Nicole and me together.

We are thrilled to say that Mikeés is
already following hi
the show ring. At his debut Rarities show in
September, Mikeés won 3 out of 4 Best
Junior Puppy in Shows (over 25 other Jr.
puppies) as well as a Reserve Best in Show
(over 100 all age dogs, as well as Champi-
ons)! He obtained his Jr. Championship -
all this at the tender age of 6 months.

Needless-to-say, we are very excited
about this boyds fut
thrilled to have him as part of our family!

Lesa Manoskey

www.bigstarbulldogs.com

ke§s had my heart
S

Mike as showing off his charm.
spfather in
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from Frankfurt, Germany on July 16,
2008. He was and is everything we
expected in a MA. Robust, energetic, yet
kind and loving; he instantly blended

into our family never missing a beat.

ure and are even mor e

Willow Is 2007 LGRA Top Magyar Agar

Betcha-Katcha Nubia (Willow Bee) is
again the top Magyar Agar for the Large
Gazehound Racing Association in 2007.
During the 2007 season Willow competed
against her sister winning a total of 6 points
towards her title. Several minor foot inju-
ries prevented her from competing full -
time. This coming year she will be com-
peting against her sister, Belle, and with
two others, Fecni (Sally Barron) and Gil

(Audrey Hsia).

If things go well two younger hounds
will be joining the four competitors some-
time this coming spring. Ojeda (Luna) and
Omlin (Gator) will be in training this winter
with the goal of competing in the spring.
Luna and Gator are from the Betcha -Katcha
O-litter.

Betcha -Katcha Nubia winning at Slough-
house during the 2007 LGRA season
(photo by Dave Mills ©)
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